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INTRODUCTION  

MR. SPEAKER, 

I AM DELIGHTED TO ADDRESS THIS AUGUST HOUSE ON 

THE OPENING OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ELEVENTH 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY UNDER THE PATRIOTIC FRONT 

GOVERNMENT.  ALLOW ME TO CONGRATULATE YOU, 

MR. SPEAKER, ON YOUR DESERVED ELECTION TO THIS 

ESTEEMED POSITION IN THE HOUSE. 

LET ME ALSO CONGRATULATE THE DEPUTY SPEAKER 

AND THE DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES OF 

THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THEIR ELECTION TO THESE 

IMPORTANT POSITIONS. 

MR. SPEAKER,  

THE RESPONSIBILITY PLACED UPON YOU BY THIS 

AUGUST HOUSE IS ENORMOUS. IT IS THE EXPECTATION 

OF OUR PEOPLE THAT IN DISCHARGING YOUR DUTIES 

YOU WILL BE IMPARTIAL AND THAT YOU WILL AT ALL 

TIMES UPHOLD THE DIGNITY, HONOUR AND DECORUM 
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OF THE HOUSE. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT THE 

PATRIOTIC FRONT NOMINATED FOR SPEAKER OF THIS 

HOUSE A LEARNED AND DISTINGUISHED JUDGE AND 

ONE WHO IS NOT POLITICALLY AFFILIATED TO ANY 

POLITICAL PARTY. 

IN THE SAME VEIN, I WISH TO CONGRATULATE ALL THE 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT ON THEIR 

ELECTION TO THIS HOUSE. I EQUALLY CONGRATULATE 

THE NOMINATED MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT. THE GREAT 

TASK BEFORE US NOW AS MEMBERS OF THIS HOUSE IS 

TO EFFECTIVELY CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF OUR GREAT NATION.  

MR. SPEAKER, 

THIS BEING THE FIRST MEETING OF THE HOUSE 

FOLLOWING THE RECENT GENERAL ELECTIONS, ALLOW 

ME TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE IMMEDIATE PAST SPEAKER, 

HONOURABLE AMUSAA MWANAMWAMBWA, FOR THE 

VERY ABLE MANNER IN WHICH HE PRESIDED OVER THE 

AFFAIRS OF THE HOUSE DURING HIS TENURE OF OFFICE 
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DESPITE THE MANY CHALLENGES THAT HE FACED.  I 

WISH HIM WELL AND EVERY SUCCESS IN ALL HIS 

FUTURE ENDEAVOURS. 

MR. SPEAKER, 

LET ME ALSO EXPRESS MY PROFOUND GRATITUDE TO 

THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA FOR ELECTING ME AS THEIR 

PRESIDENT. I FEEL MOST HONOURED AND HUMBLED 

FOR THE CONFIDENCE THEY HAVE REPOSED IN ME TO 

STEER UNDER PATRIOTIC FRONT THE DESTINY OF OUR 

COUNTRY FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS.  I AM FURTHER 

GRATEFUL THAT THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA HAVE 

OVERWHELMINGLY GIVEN THE PATRIOTIC FRONT THE 

MANDATE TO GOVERN THIS GREAT COUNTRY.   

MR. SPEAKER, 

LET ME ALSO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COMMEND 

ALL THOSE WHO EXERCISED THEIR DEMOCRATIC RIGHT 

TO STAND AS CANDIDATES AT THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT, PARLIAMENTARY AND PRESIDENTIAL 
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LEVELS DURING THE JUST ENDED ELECTIONS.  I WOULD 

ALSO LIKE TO THANK MY PREDECESSOR HIS 

EXCELLENCY MR. RUPIAH BWEZANI BANDA FOR THE 

SMOOTH TRANSITION WHICH HAS BECOME A SYMBOL 

OF OUR DEMOCRACY. THIS PEACEFUL CHANGE OF 

GOVERNMENT IS A REFLECTION OF THE FURTHER 

ENTRENCHMENT OF DEMOCRACY IN OUR COUNTRY. WE 

SHOULD INDEED BE PROUD AS A PEOPLE FOR SUCH A 

REMARKABLE ECHIEVEMENT.  

NOW THAT ELECTIONS ARE BEHIND US IT IS TIME FOR 

US ALL TO FOCUS ON FORGING AHEAD WITH THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COUNTRY.  

ON MY PART, I WISH TO REITERATE MY PLEDGE TO 

MAKE ZAMBIA A BETTER PLACE FOR ALL IN LINE WITH 

OUR PF VISION WHICH IS, AND I QUOTE: “THE 

CITIZENS OF THIS GREAT LAND NOT ONLY 

DESERVE BETTER LIVES BUT ARE ENTITLED TO 

BETTER LIVES.”   
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TO ALL MY COLLEAGUES IN PF AND THE OPPOSITION, I 

SAY, IT IS TIME TO PUT ZAMBIA FIRST IN THE INTEREST 

OF ACHIEVING OUR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT. 

ELECTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER, 

I WOULD LIKE TO SALUTE THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA 

REGARDLESS OF THEIR POLITICAL AFFILIATION FOR 

PEACEFULLY PARTICIPATING IN THIS YEAR’S 

ELECTIONS.   

OUR PEOPLE’S SPIRIT DEMONSTRATES THE WELL 

RENOWNED PEACEFUL CHARACTER AND MATURITY OF 

THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE AND THE RESPECT WHICH WE 

ACCORD ONE ANOTHER AS WE ELECT OUR LEADERS.  

THIS IS AS IT SHOULD BE IN A DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY. 

I AM FULLY AWARE THAT THERE WERE MANY 

CHALLENGES THAT VOTERS EXPERIENCED BEFORE AND 

DURING THE ELECTIONS.   
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HOWEVER INSPITE OF THESE CHALLENGES OUR PEOPLE 

WERE NOT DETERED FROM EXERCISING THEIR 

UNIVERSAL RIGHT TO VOTE AND USHER IN A 

GOVERNMENT OF THEIR CHOICE.  ZAMBIA HAS YET 

AGAIN RECORDED A PLUS AS AN OASIS OF PEACE.  

LET ME ALSO STATE HERE THAT THE PF GOVERNMENT 

IS COMMITTED TO ENSURING THAT BALLOT PAPERS 

FOR FUTURE ELECTIONS ARE PRINTED LOCALLY. MY 

GOVERNMENT WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO 

REALISE THIS. 

MR. SPEAKER,  

MY COMMENDATIONS ALSO GO TO THE CHAIRPERSON 

AND STAFF OF THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION OF ZAMBIA 

FOR WORKING TIRELESSLY IN CONDUCTING THE JUST 

ENDED TRIPARTITE ELECTIONS SUCCESSFULLY UNDER 

DIFFICULT CONDITIONS.   
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LACK OF CONSENSUS ON SOME ISSUES, THE LATE 

DELIVERY OF ELECTORAL MATERIALS, LATE OPENING OF 

SOME POLLING STATIONS AND DELAYED 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE ELECTION RESULTS, WERE 

SOME OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES.   

 

MY GOVERNMENT COMMITS ITSELF TO ADDRESSING 

THESE ISSUES IN ORDER TO ENHANCE THE CAPACITY 

OF THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION OF ZAMBIA AND 

BRING IT IN LINE WITH THE EXPECTATIONS OF OUR 

DEMOCRATIC DISPENSATION.  

 

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE ON BEHALF 

OF THE PEOPLE OF ZAMBIA TO ALL LOCAL AS WELL AS 

INTERNATIONAL ELECTION OBSERVER MISSIONS WHO 

SPENT TIME TO MONITOR OUR ELECTIONS. 

PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS 

MR. SPEAKER, 
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PARLIAMENT, BEING ONE OF THE THREE ARMS OF 

GOVERNMENT IS AN IMPORTANT INSTITUTION IN THE 

GOVERNANCE OF THIS COUNTRY.  IT DOES NOT ONLY 

MAKE LAWS OF THE LAND BUT ALSO PROVIDES CHECKS 

AND BALANCES ON THE EXECUTIVE.   

AS A PEOPLE’S REPRESENTATIVE BODY, OUR 

PARLIAMENT SHOULD BE SEEN TO BE WORKING IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE 

DESPITE THEIR STATION IN LIFE. IT MUST BE A SYMBOL 

OF HOPE FOR THEM.   

IN THIS REGARD, THE PF GOVERNMENT WILL WORK 

WITH PARLIAMENT TO ACCELERATE THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ON-GOING PARLIAMENTARY 

REFORMS IN ORDER TO MAKE THE INSTITUTION MORE 

ACCESSIBLE, RESPONSIVE AND ACCOUNTABLE TO THE 

PEOPLE.   

I WISH TO CALL ON OUR COOPERATING PARTNERS TO 

CONTINUE SUPPORTING US IN OUR EFFORT TO 
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TRANSFORM OUR PARLIAMENT IN ORDER TO ENHANCE 

OUR DEMOCRACY.  

WE FURTHER INVITE OTHER COOPERATING PARTNERS 

TO COME FORWARD AND ASSIST US IN THIS PROCESS. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

MR. SPEAKER, 

ZAMBIA WILL THIS MONTH BE CELEBRATING 47 YEARS 

OF INDEPENDENCE AMIDST HIGH POVERTY LEVELS IN 

THE COUNTRY. 

DESPITE BEING ENDOWED WITH A LOT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES, THE COUNTRY HAS CONTINUED TO FACE 

STAGGERING POVERTY LEVELS AND LOW FORMAL 

SECTOR EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.  

THE RECENTLY PRONOUNCED ECONOMIC GROWTH 

CHARACTERIZED BY THE CLASSIFICATION OF ZAMBIA AS 

A MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRY FOR THE COUNTRY’S 

ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE IS MEANINGLESS IF IT HAS 
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ONLY A LIMITED IMPACT ON POVERTY REDUCTION 

AMONGST OUR PEOPLE.  

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THAT THE PRONOUNCEMENTS IN 

ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE TRANSLATE  INTO 

SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION IN POVERTY INDICATORS IN 

OUR COMMUNITIES ALL OVER THE COUNTRY.     

THE CHALLENGE OF MY GOVERNMENT IS, THEREFORE, 

TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE MAJORITY 

OF OUR PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN RURAL AREAS. 

OUR GOAL AS A PF GOVERNMENT IS TO ACHIEVE 

HIGHER AND SUSTAINED ECONOMIC GROWTH THAT 

WILL UPLIFT THE WELL-BEING OF THE POOR IN OUR 

SOCIETY.   

TO THIS END, THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GOVERNMENT 

WILL INTRODUCE PROGRAMMES TO ACCELERATE THE 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF CITIZENS, 

ESPECIALLY THE YOUTH AND WOMEN.  
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MR. SPEAKER, HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF 

PARLIAMENT, 

OFFERING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR 

PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THE MANY YOUNG MEN AND 

WOMEN LEAVING EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN OUR 

COUNTRY IS CRITICAL TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PF 

MANIFESTO WHICH PROMISES JOB CREATION AND 

PUTTING MORE MONEY IN OUR PEOPLE’S POCKETS.   

MY GOVERNMENT SHALL CONCENTRATE ITS EFFORTS 

ON SKILLS TRAINING AND CREATING SELF-EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES, ESPECIALLY FOR THE YOUTH OF OUR 

COUNTRY. 

THE PF ELECTORAL VICTORY ACHIEVED IN THE JUST 

ENDED ELECTIONS IS OWED IN LARGE MEASURE TO 

OUR YOUNG GENERATION.   

IT IS THEM WHO WERE AMONG THE LARGE NUMBERS 

OF OUR CITIZENS THAT WORKED SO HARD TO BRING 

ABOUT THIS CHANGE.  WE, THEREFORE, OWE THEM 
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JOBS BY CREATING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

WHEN THEY GRADUATE FROM COLLEGES AND 

UNIVERSITIES.  

MY GOVERNMENT SHALL ERADICATE ALL FORMS OF 

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN AND HENCE CREATE 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL OUR 

CITIZENS.   

THIS WILL BE DONE THROUGH EQUIPPING ZAMBIANS 

WITH THE SKILLS AND BUSINESS ENTRPRISE KNOW-

HOW AND THE FINANCING NEEDED FOR SELF 

EMPLOYMENT AND ENTRY INTO THE FORMAL SECTOR.   

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 

MR. SPEAKER, 

THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZES 

THAT ACHIEVING THESE GOALS AND PUTTING THE 

COUNTRY ON THE PATH FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH 

WILL REQUIRE A WELL PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA.   
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OUR DEVELOPMENT AGENDA IS SIMPLE AS IT 

EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE 

PRO-POOR GROWTH FOR THE VULNERARBLE IN OUR 

SOCIETY.  

MY GOVERNMENT, THEREFORE, COMMITS ITSELF TO 

STREAMLINING THE DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND 

FINANCE PORTFOLIOS.   

MEDIUM AND LONG TERM PLANNING WILL CONTINUE 

TO BE THE GUIDING FRAMEWORK FOR THE COUNTRY’S 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT WITH PRIORITY GIVEN TO 

KEY PROGRAMMES AIMED AT POVERTY REDUCTION AND 

WEALTH CREATION.   

WE SHALL IN THIS REGARD DEVELOP HOME GROWN 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES 

AND ENSURE THAT ALL SET BENCH-MARKS IN SECTOR 

MINISTRIES ARE ACHIEVED WITHIN THE PRESCRIBED 

TIME FRAME.  
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WE SHALL PROMOTE THROUGH THE BANK OF ZAMBIA 

FAVOURABLE INTEREST RATES TO FACILITATE 

BORROWING AND INVESTMENT BY THE PRIVATE 

SECTOR AND INDIVIDUALS. 

2012 NATIONAL BUDGET 

MR. SPEAKER, 

CONSTITUTIONALLY, IT IS THE ROLE OF THIS AUGUST 

HOUSE TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL NATIONAL BUDGET.  

IT IS IN THIS REGARD THAT GOVERNMENT WILL SOON 

BRING TO THIS AUGUST HOUSE THE 2012 ESTIMATES 

OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE FOR CONSIDERATION.   

THIS BEING THE FIRST BUDGET UNDER THE PF-LED 

GOVERNMENT TO BEGIN TO FULFILL ITS PROMISES, 

AND IN VIEW OF THE SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL 

COMMITMENTS MADE BY THE PAST GOVERNMENT ON 

ROAD REHABILITATION AND OTHER FORMS OF 

EXPENDITURE, IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE UNDERTAKE 

A MORE COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THESE PROJECTS 
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AND THEIR ASSOCIATED COST AGAINST THE 2012 

BUDGET.   

CORE PROGRAMMES 

MY GOVERNMENT HAS PRIORITIZED KEY DEVELOPMENT 

POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES WHICH ONCE 

IMPLEMENTED WILL SPUR DEVELOPMENT AND ASSURE 

OUR PEOPLE OF A DECENT LIVING STANDARD.  THE 

FOUR CORE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES ARE 

EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH SERVICES, 

AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT, LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT AND HOUSING DEVELOPMENT.   

THESE FOUR SECTOR PROGRAMMES WILL BE 

SUPPORTED BY OTHER SECTORS SUCH AS 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT, SOCIAL PROTECTION, 

COMMERCE, TRADE AND INDUSTRY, ENERGY AND 

TOURISM.   

EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT  

MR. SPEAKER, 



16 
 

OUR GOVERNMENT REGARDS EDUCATION AS A KEY TO 

UNLOCKING THE HUMAN POTENTIAL LEADING TO 

PROSPERITY AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.  

CURRENTLY  THE WHOLE EDUCATION SYSTEM 

REQUIRES EXTENSIVE REVIEW. PRIMARY AND 

SECONDARY EDUCATION IS CHARACTERIZED BY LOW 

ENROLMENT LEVELS AND POOR EDUCATION 

STANDARDS. 

A GROWING NUMBER OF OUR POPULATION IS 

INCREASINGLY LOSING CONFIDENCE IN OUR 

EDUCATION SYSTEM TO THE EXTENT THAT SOME 

PARENTS ARE NOW SENDING THEIR CHILDREN TO 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS AT A HIGH COST.   

OUR UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES DO NOT ONLY HAVE 

DILAPIDATED INFRASTRUCTURE BUT ARE ALSO FACED 

WITH A SHORTAGE OF STAFF AND APPROPRIATE 

TEACHING AND LEARNING MATERIALS.   

THE PF EDUCATION POLICY WILL, THEREFORE, AIM AT 

INCREASING SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND IMPROVING 
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ACCESS, QUALITY AND RELEVANCE OF ACADEMIC 

EDUCATION THROUGH CURRICULUM REVIEW AT ALL 

LEVELS.   

FURTHER, OUR GOVERNMENT WILL PROVIDE FACILITIES 

FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, RE-INTRODUCE 

COMPULSORY PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 

AND ESTABLISH UNIVERSITIES AND TECHNICAL 

COLLEGES IN EVERY PROVINCE AND REHABILITATE THE 

EXISTING ONES. 

STAFF RECRUITMENT WILL ALSO BE SCALED UP TO 

MEET THE DEMAND IN THESE INSTITUTIONS. TO THIS 

END, MY GOVERNMENT WILL REVIEW THE EDUCATION 

ACT OF 2011 TO BRING IT IN LINE WITH PATRIOTIC 

FRONT’S EDUCATION POLICY. 

FURTHERMORE, THE PF GOVERNMENT WILL PRIORITIZE 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

EDUCATION FROM AS EARLY AS PRIMARY SCHOOL.  
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OUR GOVERNMENT WILL ENHANCE TERTIARY 

EDUCATION AND ENSURE THAT OUR GRADUATES ARE 

ABLE TO COMPETE AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL.  

AS EVIDENCE OF MY GOVERNMENT’S COMMITMENT IN 

THIS REGARD, CHALIMBANA COLLEGE AND PALABANA 

WILL BE CONVERTED INTO FULLY FLEDGED 

UNIVERSITIES OF INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS.  

THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF EDUCATION MUST 

ENSURE THAT THIS PROGRAMME IS COMPLETED 

WITHIN 18 MONTHS. 

IN ORDER TO HONOUR THE BIRTH PLACE OF OUR 

FOUNDING FATHER DR. KENNETH KAUNDA, WHO 

SERVED OUR COUNTRY WITH HONOUR AND DIGNITY 

FOR 27 YEARS, AND SET THE FIRST EXAMPLE OF A 

PEACEFUL HANDOVER OF POWER IN OUR COUNTRY AND 

ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT IN 1991, OUR 

GOVERNMENT WILL DEVELOP LUBWA MISSION IN 

CHINSALI DISTRICT INTO A UNIVERSITY.  
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HEALTH SERVICES 

MR. SPEAKER, HONORABLE MEMBERS, 

GOOD HEALTH OF OUR CITIZENS IS A VITAL PRE-

CONDITION FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. OUR 

HEALTH SERVICE DELIVERY SYSTEM IS PRESENTLY 

CHARACTERISED BY INSUFFICIENT PROVISION OF 

HEALTH CARE DUE TO INADEQUATE, OVER WORKED 

AND POORLY REMUNERATED AND DE-MOTIVATED 

HUMAN RESOURCE, SHORTAGES OF ESSENTIAL DRUGS, 

DILAPIDATED HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING A 

LACK OF STAFF ACCOMMODATION AMONG OTHERS.   

IN VIEW OF THE GRAVE STATE OF AFFAIRS IN THE 

HEALTH SECTOR, THE PF GOVERNMENT WILL ADDRESS 

OBSTACLES TO THE PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE 

SERVICES.   

THIS WILL INCLUDE INCREASING BUDGETARY 

ALLOCATION TO THE SECTOR, IMPROVING THE WORK 



20 
 

CULTURE AND INTENSIFYING THE CONSTRUCTION AND 

REHABILITATION OF HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE SUCH 

AS HOSPITALS, CLINICS AND HEALTH CENTRES.   

OUR GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO ENSURE THAT THESE 

FACILITIES ARE ADEQUATELY STAFFED AND STOCKED 

WITH A WIDE RANGE OF ESSENTIAL DRUGS, 

EQUIPMENT AND OTHER MEDICAL SUPPLIES. 

COLLABORATION WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS SUCH AS 

MISSION AND PRIVATE HEALTH INSTITUTIONS WILL BE 

ENHANCED SO AS TO INCREASE ACCESS TO HEALTH 

CARE SERVICES BY OUR PEOPLE ESPECIALLY IN RURAL 

AREAS, INCLUDING PROVIDING TRAINING FOR 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS. 

FURTHERMORE, OUR GOVERNMENT WILL PROMOTE 

CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH THE TRADITIONAL 

HEALING SYSTEM SO AS TO COMPLEMENT 

CONVENTIONAL MEDICINE. 
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AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT 
 
MR. SPEAKER, 
 
ZAMBIA HAS A HUGE AGRICULTURAL POTENTIAL WHICH 

IF FULLY EXPLOITED CAN SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTE 

TO EMPLOYMENT AND WEALTH CREATION FOR THE 

MAJORITY OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE AND WOMEN WHO 

CONTINUE TO LIVE IN ABJECT POVERTY ESPECIALLY IN 

OUR VILLAGES AND TOWNSHIPS.  

 

THIS SHOULD NEVER BE THE CASE IN A COUNTRY 

WHICH IS SO RICHLY ENDOWED WITH GOOD SOILS, 

GOOD CLIMATIC CONDITIONS AND WEATHER PATTERNS 

AS WELL AS ABUNDANT WATER RESOURCES.   

 
IN THE PAST, THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENTS’ 

AGRICULTURAL POLICIES GAVE PROMINENCE TO THE 

GROWING OF MAIZE WHICH IS OUR STAPLE FOOD, AT 

THE EXPENSE OF OTHER EQUALLY VIABLE CROPS SUCH 

AS CASSAVA AND MILLET WITHOUT PROVIDING 
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ADEQUATE STORAGE FACILITIES FOR MAIZE RESULTING 

IN THE WASTAGE OF THE CROP AT TIMES.  

 
MY GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO REVERSING THIS 

NEGATIVE TREND AND ENSURING THAT THERE IS A 

DIVERSIFICATION IN THE CROPS GROWN BY OUR SMALL 

SCALE FARMERS.   

TO ACHIEVE THIS, MY GOVERNMENT WILL TAILOR 

SUBSIDIES, MARKET GUARANTEES AND EXTENSION 

SERVICES TOWARDS PRODUCTION OF SPECIFIC CROPS 

IN PARTICULAR AREAS OF THE COUNTRY, TAKING INTO 

ACCOUNT WEATHER PATTERNS AND NATURAL 

RESOURCE ENDOWMENT AMONG OTHER FACTORS.   

TO THIS END, KEY CROPS WILL BE IDENTIFIED IN EACH 

PROVINCE THROUGH THE PARTICIPATION BY THE 

LOCAL PEOPLE FOR PROMOTION AND SUPPORT BY 

GOVERNMENT.   

THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND NATIONAL PLANNING 

SHALL OVER THE COMING YEARS PROVIDE 
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DEVELOPMENT FUNDS BASED ON SUCH CROP 

ENDOWMENTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF CREATING A 

CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT SUPPORTED BY A SOUND 

INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEM.    

THIS WILL CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INCREASED 

PRODUCTION AND INCOME GENERATION FOR OUR 

PEOPLE.    

 
MR. SPEAKER, HONOURABLE MEMBERS, 

 
TO AVOID PERENNIAL WASTAGE OF CROPS, OUR 

GOVERNMENT WILL CONSTRUCT ADDITIONAL MODERN 

STORAGE FACILITIES AND REHABILITATE EXISTING 

ONES WHICH HAVE LACKED MAINTENANCE OVER THE 

YEARS. 

 

THIS WILL GO HAND IN HAND WITH MEASURES AIMED 

AT GUARANTEEING A READY MARKET ESPECIALLY FOR 

OUR EMERGING FARMERS IN RURAL AREAS.   
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OUR GOVERNMENT WILL, THEREFORE, COMPLEMENT 

THE PRIVATE SECTOR BY BEING A BUYER OF LAST 

RESORT. 

 

WE SHALL AS A MATTER OF URGENCY REVIEW THE 

OPERATIONS OF THE FOOD RESERVE AGENCY AND THE 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION IN ORDER TO RATIONALISE ITS 

MANAGEMENT AND FUNCTIONS INCLUDING ITS ROLE IN 

MAINTAINING STRATEGIC RESERVES AND ENHANCE ITS 

SUSTAINABILITY. 

 
TO ENSURE THAT THE FARMER INPUT SUPPORT 

PROGRAMME BENEFITS THE INTENDED SMALL SCALE 

FARMERS MY GOVERNMENT WILL REVIEW THE 

DELIVERY REGIME AND EXPLORE THE INVOLVEMENT   

OF THE TRADITIONAL AUTHORITIES.  

 

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT UNDER THIS PROGRAMME WILL 

BE PROVIDED WITH A VIEW OF ENABLING FARMERS TO 
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BE WEANED-OFF AND ALLOW FOR A RE-EVALUATION OF 

THE PROGRAMME IN EACH YEAR.   

 
FURTHER, IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE PROGRESSIVE 

FARMERS TO MAKE LONG TERM INVESTMENT IN 

CUSTOMARY LAND OUR GOVERNMENT IN 

CONSULTATION WITH CHIEFS AND OTHER TRADITIONAL 

AUTHORITIES WILL INTRODUCE LEGISLATION TO 

ENSURE SECURITY OF TENURE FOR SUCH LAND.  

 
TO MAKE THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR MORE 

RESPONSIVE TO THE LOCAL CONDITIONS MY 

GOVERNMENT WILL DECENTRALISE RESEARCH 

SERVICES TO THE DISTRICT LEVEL IN ORDER TO BRING 

THE SERVICES AS CLOSE TO THE FARMERS AS 

POSSIBLE.  

 
MR. SPEAKER, HONOURABLE MEMBERS,  
 
THE PF GOVERNMENT APPRECIATES THE CRITICAL ROLE 

OUR COMMERCIAL FARMERS PLAY IN ENSURING 
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NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY AND EMPLOYMENT 

CREATION.   

MY GOVERNMENT WILL, THEREFORE, PROVIDE A 

CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH OUR 

COMMERCIAL FARMERS WILL CONTINUE TO OPERATE 

PRODUCTIVELY.   

FOR THE RECORD, PF DOES NOT INTEND TO 

COMPULSORILY ACQUIRE OR FORCIBLY TAKE 

POSSESSION OF COMMERCIAL FARMING LAND FROM 

ANY FARMER.  

MR. SPEAKER,  
 
OUR PEOPLE IN SOUTHERN, WESTERN AND PARTS OF 

LUSAKA AND NORTHERN PROVINCES HAVE HAD THEIR 

HERDS OF CATTLE WIPED OUT BY LIVESTOCK DISEASES 

THEREBY DEPRIVING THEM OF THEIR SOURCE OF 

LIVELIHOOD.   
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IN ADDITION WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO EXPORT 

MEAT PRODUCTS TO THE EUROPEAN MARKETS ON 

ACCOUNT OF THESE DISEASES.  THIS SITUATION NEEDS 

TO BE REVERSED THROUGH EFFECTIVE LIVESTOCK 

DISEASE CONTROL PROGRAMMES.   

 
MY GOVERNMENT WILL, THEREFORE, PRIORITISE 

LIVESTOCK RE-STOCKING, AND MAKE DIPPING, 

VACCINATION AND TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF ALL 

CATTLE COMPULSORY.   

 

THIS SHALL INCLUDE REVAMPING OF THE BALMORAL 

RESEARCH STATION IN KAFUE DISTRICT TO ENSURE 

THE DEVELOPMENT AND PRODUCTION OF SUITABLE 

VACCINES IN THE FIGHT AGAINST ANIMAL DISEASES.   

 
IN ADDITION MY GOVERNMENT WILL ESTABLISH 

BREEDING CENTRES IN RELEVANT PROVINCES TO 

ENABLE FARMERS TO HAVE ACCESS TO GOOD QUALITY 
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BREEDING STOCK AND THEREBY ENSURING THAT THEY 

HAVE MORE MONEY IN THEIR POCKETS.   

 
FURTHER, MY GOVERNMENT WILL ESTABLISH JOINT 

LIVESTOCK DISEASE CONTROL COMMISSIONS WITH 

RELEVANT NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES FOR PURPOSES 

OF MONITORING AND COMBATING OUTBREAKS.   

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

MANY OF OUR PEOPLE IN WESTERN, SOUTHERN, 

LUAPULA AND NORTHERN PROVINCES DEPEND ON FISH 

FARMING FOR THEIR LIVELIHOOD.  MY GOVERNMENT 

NOTES WITH GRAVE CONCERN THE RAPID DEPLETION 

OF THE FISH STOCK AND SPECIES IN OUR RIVERS AND 

LAKES THEREBY DEPRIVING MANY OF OUR LOCAL 

PEOPLE OF THEIR SOURCE OF LIVELIHOOD.   

 
TO REVERSE THIS TREND, MY GOVERNMENT WILL 

REVIEW AND STRENGTHEN THE INSTITUTIONAL 

FRAMEWORK AND STREAMLINE THE MANAGEMENT OF 
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FISHERIES. GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO PROMOTE 

COMMERCIAL AND SMALL HOLDER AQUA-CULTURE AS 

WELL AS JOINT MANAGEMENT OF FISHERIES 

RESOURCES WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES.  

FURTHER, GOVERNMENT WILL ENFORCE THE SADC 

PROTOCOL ON FISHERIES IN COLLABORATION WITH 

OTHER NEIGHBOURING MEMBER- STATES.  

 
MR. SPEAKER,  

 
AS I HAVE ALREADY ALLUDED TO THIS COUNTRY IS 

ENDOWED WITH ABUNDANT SURFACE AND 

UNDERGROUND WATER BODIES.   

MY GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED THAT THESE HAVE 

NOT BEEN SUFFICIENTLY HARNESSED FOR NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT LEAVING AGRICULTURE TO BE SOLELY 

DEPENDENT ON THE UNPREDICTABLE WEATHER 

PATTERNS AS A CONSEQUENCE OF GLOBAL CLIMATIC 

CHANGE.   
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TO ADDRESS THIS, THE PF GOVERNMENT WILL INVEST 

IN APPROPRIATE WATER HARVESTING TECHNOLOGIES 

TO MAKE WATER AVAILABLE TO FARMERS FOR 

IRRIGATION ALL YEAR ROUND.   

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT 

MR. SPEAKER, 
 

THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GOVERNMENT APPRECIATES THE 

CRITICAL ROLE LOCAL GOVERNMENT PLAYS AS AN 

ENGINE FOR DELIVERING SERVICES, INFRASTRUCTURE 

AND DEVELOPMENT TO THE LOCAL COMMUNITIES.   

 

AS A SIGNATORY TO THE HABITAT AGENDA AND THE 

ISTANBUL DECLARATION OF 1996, ZAMBIA 

COMMITTED HERSELF TO PROMOTING 

DECENTRALISATION THROUGH DEMOCRATIC LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES AND STRENGTHENING THEIR FINANCIAL 

CAPACITIES.  
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UNFORTUNATELY IN THE LAST TWO DECADES, THE 

COUNTRY HAS WITNESSED GREATER CENTRALISATION 

AND CONSEQUENTLY DRASTIC EROSION OF THE 

REVENUE BASE OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES.   

 

THIS SITUATION HAS RENDERED THE FUNCTIONING OF 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES INEFFECTIVE TO THE EXTENT 

THAT SERVICE DELIVERY HAS BEEN COMPROMISED 

WITH INFRASTRUCTURE IN DISTRICTS BEING IN A VERY 

DILAPIDATED STATE.  

 

THE MAJORITY OF OUR PEOPLE ESPECIALLY IN RURAL 

AREAS AND HIGH DENSITY TOWNSHIPS HAVE ONLY 

LIMITED ACCESS TO PORTABLE WATER AND LACK 

PROPER SANITATION SERVICES LEADING TO ENDEMIC 

WATERBORNE DISEASES SUCH AS CHOLERA EVERY 

YEAR.  
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THE TRADITIONAL LEADERS WHO ARE CLOSEST TO THE 

PEOPLE IN RURAL AREAS HAVE BEEN LEFT OUT IN THE 

LOCAL GOVERNANCE SYSTEM, SAVE FOR THEIR ROLE OF 

APPOINTING A SYMBOLIC REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 

COUNCIL.  

IN RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANT ROLE 

TRADITIONAL LEADERS ARE SUPPOSED TO PLAY IN 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, IT HAS BECOME NECESSARY 

TO CREATE A NEW MINISTRY OF CHIEFS AND 

TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS. 

THE PF GOVERNMENT IS THEREFORE, COMMITTED TO 

ESTABLISHING A SYSTEM OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

WHICH WILL PROMOTE LOCAL ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT, IMPROVED DELIVERY OF ESSENTIAL 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES THROUGH LOCAL SELF 

GOVERNMENT.   

 
OUR GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO DEVISE AN APPROPRIATE 

FORMULA FOR SHARING NATIONAL TAXES COLLECTED 
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AT THE CENTRE WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF EVERY 

LOCAL AUTHORITY IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN THEIR 

REVENUE BASE AND ENSURE THAT ALL GOVERNMENT 

GRANTS ARE REMITTED ON TIME.   

 

OUR GOVERNMENT WILL FURTHER INTRODUCE A 

SOCIAL HOUSING SCHEME THAT WILL EMPOWER 

COUNCILS TO CONSTRUCT LOW COST HOUSES FROM 

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED LOANS.  

 
MR. SPEAKER, HONOURABLE MEMBERS, 

 
I NOTE WITH CONCERN THE CHRONIC POOR WATER 

SUPPLY AND SANITATION SERVICES IN OUR 

LOCALITIES. THIS HAS LEAD TO THE ENDEMIC 

OUTBREAKS OF WATER BORNE DISEASES SUCH AS 

CHOLERA EVERY YEAR.   

 

OUR GOVERNMENT WILL, THEREFORE, RE-INTRODUCE 

THE WATER, SANITATION AND SEWERAGE GRANTS TO 
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UTILITY COMPANIES TO ENABLE THEM TO MAINTAIN 

AND UPGRADE THE WATER AND SEWERAGE 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE URBAN AND PERI-URBAN 

AREAS.   

OUR GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO ENSURE THAT MORE 

RESOURCES ARE ALLOCATED TO THE RURAL WATER 

SUPPLY AND SANITATION PROGRAMME TO LOCAL 

AUTHORITIES. 

 
TO ENABLE OUR PEOPLE ESPECIALLY IN RURAL AREAS 

TO HAVE SOME SOURCE OF REGULAR INCOME, MY 

GOVERNMENT WILL PLACE DELIBERATE EMPHASIS ON 

UNDERTAKING AND PROMOTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS USING LABOUR-INTENSIVE 

TECHNIQUES THEREBY, GUARANTEEING EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES.   

 

THIS WILL TRANSLATE INTO MORE MONEY IN OUR 

PEOPLE’S POCKETS.  

 



35 
 

TO PROMOTE DECENTRALISATION AND ACTIVE 

INVOLVEMENT OF TRADITIONAL LEADERS IN THE 

GOVERNANCE OF THE COUNTRY BELOW THE DISTRICT 

COUNCIL LEVEL MY GOVERNMENT WILL INTRODUCE 

WARD VILLAGE COUNCILS, DISTRICT CHIEFS COUNCILS 

AND PROVINCIAL CHIEFS COUNCILS.  

 

TO ACHIEVE THIS MY GOVERNMENT IN COLLABORATION 

WITH KEY STAKEHOLDERS WILL REVIEW BOTH THE 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT AND THE CHIEFS ACT AND 

OTHER RELEVANT PIECES OF LEGISLATION.  

 

THE HONOURABLE MINISTERS OF CHIEFS AND 

TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT, 

EARLY EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENT, MUST ENSURE 

THAT THIS PROGRAMME IS COMPLETED WITHIN 18 

MONTHS. 

 

ALTHOUGH THE CONSTITUENCY DEVELOPMENT FUND 

(CDF) WAS INTENDED TO ENHANCE NATIONAL 
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DEVELOPMENT THROUGH DISTRICT COUNCILS IT HAS 

BEEN ABUSED IN THE PAST.  

 

ACCORDINGLY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT, EARLY EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENT 

MUST ENSURE THAT AN AUDIT IS UNDERTAKEN TO 

ESTABLISH ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE CDF DURING THE 

LAST FINANCIAL YEAR BEFORE ANY REVIEW OR 

DISBURSEMENT OF FURTHER CDF MONEYS.       

 
MR. SPEAKER, 

IN LINE WITH THE PF GOVERNMENT’S RESOLVE TO 

STREAMLINE LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURES 

WITHIN GOVERNMENT, MY GOVERNMENT WILL IN DUE 

COURSE, CREATE A TENTH PROVINCE IN ZAMBIA TO BE 

CALLED MUCHINGA PROVINCE.   

 

THIS PROVINCE WILL BE CREATED BY DIVIDING 

NORTHERN PROVINCE INTO TWO REGIONS.  MUCHINGA 

PROVINCE WILL COMPRISE THE DISTRICTS LOCATED 
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EAST OF THE CHAMBESHI RIVER, NAMELY: MPIKA, 

CHINSALI, ISOKA, NAKONDE AND MAFINGA.   

 

THE LOCATION OF THE PROVINCIAL HEADQUARTERS 

WILL BE DETERMINED AFTER CONSULTATIONS HAVE 

BEEN CONCLUDED WITH STAKEHOLDERS. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

MR. SPEAKER, 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT IS KEY TO REALIZING 

SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. POOR 

INFRASTRUCTURE LIMITS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR OUR PEOPLE AND THEREFORE POSES A MAJOR 

BARRIER TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF MEANINGFUL 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

I NOTE WITH SADNESS THAT UNDER THE PREVIOUS 

GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT IN INFRASTRUCTURE 

DEVELOPMENT WAS HAPHAZARD, POOR, AND THE PACE 
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OF DEVELOPMENT TOO SLOW TO MEET THE 

ASPIRATIONS OF OUR PEOPLE.  

IT IS EQUALLY WORRYING THAT ZAMBIA HAS 

EXPERIENCED MORE THAN FIVE YEARS OF RECORD 

HIGH MINERAL PRICES AND PRODUCTION BOOM 

WITHOUT MUCH TO SHOW FOR IT IN TERMS OF 

CONTRIBUTION TO INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT OR 

GOVERNMENT REVENUE.   

THE NEGATIVE FISCAL POLICIES OF THE PREVIOUS 

GOVERNMENT, CORRUPTION AND MISMANAGEMENT OF 

PUBLIC FINANCIAL RESOURCES ARE LARGELY TO BLAME 

FOR THIS POOR STATE OF AFFAIRS. 

MR. SPEAKER, 

IN ORDER TO REDRESS THIS SITUATION THE PATRIOTIC 

FRONT GOVERNMENT SHALL ENSURE PROVISION OF 

SOUND FISCAL POLICIES AIMED AT BROADENING THE 

TAX BASE TO MOBILIZE SUFFICIENT DOMESTIC 
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RESOURCES FOR DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL THE TEN 

PROVINCES.   

TO THIS EFFECT, THE GOVERNMENT SHALL COMMIT A 

SUBSTANTIAL PART OF THE NATIONAL ANNUAL 

DEVELOPMENT BUDGET TO INFRASTRUCTURE 

DEVELOPMENT.   

PRIORITY WILL BE GIVEN TO THE COMPLETION OF THE 

ON-GOING PROJECTS INVOLVING CONSTRUCTION OF 

ROADS, BRIDGES, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS AND HEALTH 

CENTRES AFTER REVIEW OF THESE PROJECTS BEFORE 

EMBARKING ON NEW ONES.  

WE SHALL EMBARK ON RESOURCE MOBILISATION TO 

REHABILITATE OR CONSTRUCT THE VUBWI ROAD VIA 

THE PALACE OF PARAMOUNT CHIEF MPEZENI IN 

EASTERN PROVINCE; THE CHADIZA-KATETE ROAD; THE 

LUSAKA-MIKANGO BARRACKS ROAD TO CHIRUNDU UP 

TO THE LUANGWA BRIDGE VIA FEIRA AND THE 

PALABANA ROAD LEADING TO THE LOWER ZAMBEZI; 

THE CHALIMBANA ROAD UP TO THE LOWER ZAMBEZI.  
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WE SHALL ALSO WORK ON THE 

KALONGOLA/KALABO/SIKONGO ROAD, 

KALULUSHI/KASEMPA ROAD, MUMBWA/KASEMPA ROAD 

AND KASEMPA/KAOMA ROAD.  

IN ORDER TO LINK WESTERN AND NORTH WESTERN 

PROVINCES WE SHALL BUILD THE 

KAOMA/LUKULU/ZAMBEZI ROAD AND ALSO BUILD A 

ROAD TO LINK KABOMPO AND MWINILUNGA DISTRICT. 

IN LUAPULA WE SHALL CONSTRUCT THE ROAD FROM 

NCHELENGE TO CHIENGE UP TO KAPUTA INTO KASAMA 

IN NORTHERN PROVINCE.  

WE ALSO NEED AN ALL WEATHER ROAD BETWEEN 

LUWINGU AND KAPATU MISSION AND KAPATU MISSION 

TO NONDO.  

IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE LISTED ROADS WE SHALL 

BUILD A ROAD FROM SAMFYA TO LUWINGU AND 

KAWAMBWA TO LUWINGU, KAWAMBWA TO 

MPOROKOSO, MUNUNGA TO MPOROKOSO. 
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OTHER AREAS WHERE WE SHALL BUILD OUR ROAD 

NETWORK ARE MANSA TO CHIPILI UP TO KAWAMBWA 

WHICH SHALL EXTEND TO MPOROKOSO.  

WE SHALL ALSO LINK MUNUNGA AND MPOROKOSO AND 

MBALA AND NAKONDE.  

OTHER ROADS SHALL RUN FROM ISOKA TO CHAMA IN 

EASTERN PROVINCE AND ISOKA AND KASAMA. WE ALSO 

NEED A VIABLE ROAD FROM ZIMBA TO SIAVONGA VIA 

GWEMBE DISTRICT IN SOUTHERN PROVINCE. 

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

MR. SPEAKER, 

THE CHRONIC POVERTY WHICH THE COUNTRY HAS 

BEEN EXPERIENCING HAS CONTINUED TO BE A MAJOR 

OBSTACLE TO VULNERABLE GROUPS SUCH AS WOMEN, 

CHILDREN AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.  

THIS SAD STATE OF AFFAIRS IS NOT ONLY A DENIAL OF 

CITIZENS’ FUNDAMENTAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

RIGHTS BUT IS ALSO A LOST OPPORTUNITY FOR THE 
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COUNTRY TO DEVELOP A SOUND ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL FUTURE FOR ALL. 

MR. SPEAKER, 

THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GOVERNMENT SHALL PURSUE 

ALL POSSIBLE MEANS TO ENSURE A DIGNIFIED LIFE FOR 

ALL CITIZENS, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO 

CREATE SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS FOR THEMSELVES.   

THE GOVERNMENT SHALL ADOPT A VIBRANT SOCIAL 

PROTECTION POLICY AIMED AT ENSURING THAT ALL 

CITIZENS HAVE ACCESS TO BASIC SOCIAL SERVICES 

SUCH AS EDUCATION, HEALTH, WATER AND 

SANITATION.   

THE POLICY SHALL ALSO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF THE 

VULNERABLE GROUPS THAT FACE SPECIAL CHALLENGES 

SUCH AS THE DISABLED AND STREET CHILDREN. 

IN LINE WITH THIS SPECIFIC MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN 

TO STRENGTHEN THE EXISTING SOCIAL SAFETY-NET 

AND PROTECTION PROGRAMMES.   
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ONE SUCH PROGRAMME IS THE SOCIAL CASH TRANSFER 

SCHEME WHICH UNFORTUNATELY IS CURRENTLY FULLY 

FUNDED BY DONORS THEREBY MAKING IT 

UNSUSTAINABLE AND RESTRICTIVE. 

MY GOVERNMENT WILL IN COLLABORATION WITH 

COOPERATING PARTNERS WORK OUT MEASURES TO 

IMPROVE THE SCHEME AND MAKE IT MORE 

SUSTAINABLE BY GRADUALLY SUPPORTING IT FROM 

OUR DOMESTIC RESOURCES IN THE NATIONAL BUDGET.   

THE OTHER SOCIAL SAFETY-NET AND PROTECTION 

PROGRAMME THAT THE PF GOVERNMENT SHALL EXPAND 

IS THE FOOD SECURITY PACK PROGRAMME AIMED AT 

ENHANCING FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY AMONG 

VULNERABLE SMALL SCALE FARMERS.   

THE MAIN FOCUS OF THIS PROGRAMME IS TO 

GRADUALLY WEAN-OFF THE BENEFICIARIES AS THEY 

GRADUATE INTO EMERGENT SMALL SCALE FARMERS.   

MR. SPEAKER, 
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IN ORDER TO IMPROVE THE WELFARE OF PEOPLE WITH 

DISABILITIES, GOVERNMENT WILL DOMESTICATE A 

NUMBER OF UNITED NATIONS CONVENTIONS ON THE 

RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WHICH 

ZAMBIA IS A PARTY TO. 

 

MR. SPEAKER, 

MY GOVERNMENT IS ALSO DETERMINED TO SUPPORT 

WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN ECONOMICALLY VIABLE 

ACTIVITIES.   

TO THIS EFFECT, IT WILL INCREASE FUNDING TO THE 

WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES UNDER THE 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, MOTHER AND 

CHILD HEALTH. 

MR. SPEAKER, 

THE NEED TO REFORM THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 

IS IMPERATIVE.  IT IS EVIDENTLY CLEAR THAT THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
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UNDER THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT, HAS LEFT THE 

MAJORITY OF OUR WORKERS DESTITUTE UPON 

RETIREMENT.   

THOUSANDS OF FORMER WORKERS DO NOT ONLY GET 

INSUFFICIENT RETIREMENT BENEFITS, BUT ALSO HAVE 

TO ENDURE MANY YEARS OF WAITING FOR THEM TO BE 

PAID THESE BENEFITS.   

MANY OF THEM HAVE DIED WITHOUT RECEIVING THEIR 

TERMINAL BENEFITS. MY GOVERNMENT WILL MOVE 

QUICKLY TO COMPREHENSIVELY ADDRESS THESE LONG 

OUTSTANDING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INJUSTICES IN 

THE MANAGEMENT OF OUR SOCIAL SECURITY SCHEMES.   

ACCORDINGLY MY GOVERNMENT WILL REVIEW ALL THE 

RELEVANT PIECES OF LEGISLATION GOVERNING SOCIAL 

SECURITY SCHEMES IN ORDER TO BRING THEM IN LINE 

WITH THE NEEDS OF THE BENEFICIARIES AND HENCE 

ERADICATE RAMPANT CORRUPTION IN THIS SECTOR. 

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT 
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MR. SPEAKER, 

THE LAST TWENTY YEARS OF THE PREVIOUS 

GOVERNMENT HAVE FAILED TO EFFECTIVELY 

INTEGRATE THE YOUTH IN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.  

THE MAJORITY OF OUR YOUTH HAVE POOR EDUCATION, 

LACK FORMAL SKILLS AND CONSEQUENTLY REMAIN 

WITHOUT JOBS WHICH WOULD ENABLE THEM TO EARN 

A LIVING AND HENCE CONTRIBUTE TO NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT. 

IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THIS, THE PF GOVERNMENT 

WILL AMONG OTHER THINGS, ENHANCE THE CAPACITY 

OF THE ZAMBIA NATIONAL SERVICE BY TRANSFORMING 

IT INTO THE ZAMBIA YOUTH TRAINING SERVICE, SO 

THAT THE VARIOUS CAMPS THROUGHOUT THE 

COUNTRY ARE TURNED INTO NON-MILITARY SKILLS 

TRAINING CENTRES. 

COMMERCE, TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

MR. SPEAKER, 
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COMMERCE, TRADE AND INDUSTRY IS AT THE CENTRE 

OF ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT AND, 

THEREFORE, STRATEGIC IN CREATING JOBS AND 

WEALTH FOR OUR PEOPLE.  

ZAMBIA IS BLESSED WITH ABUNDANT ENTREPRISING 

TALENT AMONG ITS POPULATION.  HOWEVER, THIS 

TALENT HAS NOT BEEN FULLY EXPLOITED BECAUSE THE 

BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT HAS NOT BEEN CONDUCIVE.  

THIS HAS BEEN LARGELY DUE TO THE LOPSIDED 

POLICIES OF THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT WHICH 

TENDED TO FAVOUR FOREIGNERS AT THE EXPENSE OF 

OUR LOCAL INVESTORS AND BUSINESS PEOPLE.  WHILE 

ZAMBIA WILL CONTINUE TO WELCOME FOREIGN DIRECT 

INVESTMENT (FDI) IT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE 

MOST SUSTAINABLE AND LASTING INVESTMENT MUST 

COME FROM THE ZAMBIAN CITIZENS.  FDI, IMPORTANT 

AS IT IS, SHOULD NOT BE A REPLACEMENT OF THE 

EFFORTS OF THE CITIZENS THEMSELVES. 
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IN THIS REGARD THE PF GOVERNMENT WILL 

ENCOURAGE ZAMBIAN CITIZENS BOTH AT HOME AND 

ABROAD TO DEVELOP JOINT VENTURES WITH FOREIGN 

INVESTORS.  GOVERNMENT WILL ASSIST IN THIS AREA 

BY FACILITATING THE PROVISION OF RESOURCES SUCH 

AS LAND, ELECTRICITY, INFORMATION AND 

EMPOWERMENT FUND.  TO THIS END THE LOAN 

MANAGEMENT PROCESSING SYSTEMS AT THE CITIZENS 

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT COMMISSION WILL BE 

STREAMLINED TO EXPEDITE THE PROCESS OF 

DISBURSING FUNDS TO OUR PEOPLE WHO SEEK TO 

VENTURE INTO BUSINESS.   

MANY OF OUR SMALL SCALE BUSINESS MEN AND 

WOMEN HAVE DIFFICULTIES ACCESSING CREDIT 

FINANCING FOR THEIR BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

LARGELY DUE TO HIGH INTEREST RATES.  MY 

GOVERNMENT WILL ENGAGE THE BANKING SECTOR 

WITH A VIEW TO REDUCING THE INTEREST RATES.  

FURTHER, WE SHALL SEEK TO EXPAND APPROPRIATE 
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MICRO CREDIT FINANCING TO SMALL SCALE 

ENTERPRISES.  

MANUFACTURING SECTOR 

MR. SPEAKER, HONOURABLE MEMBERS,  

THE RECKLESS PRIVATIZATION PROGRAMME CARRIED 

OUT UNDER THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT THAT GAVE 

AWAY MOST OF OUR STRATEGIC NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEMISE OF OUR 

MANUFACTURING SECTOR.  THIS HAS RESULTED IN 

MASSIVE JOB LOSSES AMONG OUR PEOPLE AND 

CONTRIBUTED TO THE CURRENT HIGH POVERTY 

LEVELS.   

MY GOVERNMENT WILL REJUVENATE THE 

MANUFACTURING SECTOR THROUGH THE PROMOTION 

OF PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP INVESTMENT, IN 

ORDER TO ENHANCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

COMPETATIVE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES WHOSE 

PRODUCTS WILL FIND MARKETS OUTSIDE ZAMBIA. THIS 
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SECTOR IS IMPORTANT FOR EMPLOYMENT CREATION 

FOR OUR PEOPLE. 

MR. SPEAKER,        

WHILE APPRECIATING THE BENEFITS OF 

INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL TRADE, MY 

GOVERNMENT WILL NOT ALLOW ZAMBIA TO BE USED AS 

A DUMPING GROUND OF GOODS THAT OUR OWN 

COMPANIES AND ENTERPRISES CAN PRODUCE LOCALLY.   

TO THIS EFFECT, WE SHALL CAREFULLY STUDY THE 

EXISTING TRADE PROTOCOLS WITH A VIEW TO MAKING 

THEM MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL TO ZAMBIA AND OUR 

TRADING PARTNERS.  WE WILL ALSO CONTINUE TO 

ENGAGE IN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH DIFFERENT 

TRADING PARTNERS AT BILATERAL, REGIONAL AND 

MULTILATERAL LEVELS FOR ADDITIONAL MARKET 

ACCESS FOR ZAMBIAN GOODS AND SERVICES.     

ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 

MR. SPEAKER, 
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ENERGY IS A PREREQUISITE FOR THE PROPER 

FUNCTIONING OF ALL SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY. ITS 

AVAILABILITY AND QUALITY DETERMINES THE SUCCESS 

OR FAILURE OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMMES.  

THE ENERGY SECTOR IN THIS COUNTRY HAS NOT BEEN 

DEVELOPED TO ITS FULL POTENTIAL, THEREBY 

LIMITING ITS ACCESSIBILITY BY THE POPULATION AND 

HAMPERING SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.  

WITH REGARD TO ELECTRICITY, THE COUNTRY HAS 

EXPERIENCED A RISE IN DEMAND MAINLY FROM THE 

MINING INDUSTRY WHILE LESS THAN 2% OF OUR 

PEOPLE IN RURAL AREAS HAVE ACCESS TO 

ELECTRICITY. 

CONSEQUENTLY, THIS HAS IMPACTED NEGATIVELY ON 

THE PACE OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE 

STANDARD OF LIVING OF OUR PEOPLE. THIS IS A 

CHALLENGE WHICH MY GOVERNMENT IS MORE THAN 

DETERMINED TO ADDRESS.    
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TO THIS END, THE PF GOVERNMENT WILL ACCELERATE 

AND SCALE UP PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 

INVESTMENT IN HYDRO-POWER GENERATION BY 

SIGNIFICANTLY EXPANDING THE INSTALLED CAPACITY 

SO AS TO MEET DOMESTIC AND REGIONAL DEMAND. 

MR. SPEAKER, HONOURABLE MEMBERS, 

IT IS DISHEARTENING TO NOTE THAT WHILE THE 

PETROLEUM SUB-SECTOR IS BURDENED BY HIGH TAXES, 

THE SITUATION IS WORSENED BY THE ENGAGEMENT OF 

MIDDLEMEN WHO ARE INVOLVED IN IMPORTING THE 

COMMODITY RESULTING IN HIGH FUEL PUMP PRICES. 

THIS SITUATION HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE HIGH 

COMMODITY PRICES AND THE COST OF DOING 

BUSINESS WHICH HAVE BOTH AFFECTED THE COST OF 

LIFE OF OUR PEOPLE.  

TO ADDRESS THESE CHALLENGES MY GOVERNMENT 

WILL PUT MEASURES TO REDUCE TAXES AND LEVIES ON 

FUEL AND ELIMINATE ARTIFICIAL COSTS ASSOCIATED 
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WITH CORRUPTION IN PROCUREMENT OF FUEL, 

ESPECIALLY AMOUNTS PAID TO MIDDLEMEN.  

IT IS EXPECED THAT THE REDUCTION IN THE PUMP 

PRICE OF PETROL AND DIESEL WILL TRANSLATE INTO A 

REDUCTION OF MEALIE MEAL PRICES AND OTHER 

RELATED COMMODITIES INCLUDING TRANSPORT. 

GOVERNANCE AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

STATE 

MR. SPEAKER, 

UNDER THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE HAS BEEN UNDERPERFORMING LARGELY AS A 

RESULT OF A DE-MOTIVATED WORKFORCE ARISING 

FROM HEAVILY POLITICIZED APPOINTMENTS AND POOR 

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE.     

IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN THE PUBLIC SERVICE THE 

PF GOVERNMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT APPOINTMENTS 

AND PROMOTIONS TO ALL PUBLIC SERVICE POSITIONS 

ARE MADE ON MERIT.  
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MR. SPEAKER, 

THE PF GOVERNMENT ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE 

TO GOOD GOVERNANCE AND WE ARE COMMITTED TO 

DELIVERING A NEW PEOPLE DRIVEN CONSTITUTION 

WITHIN NINETY DAYS.   

TO THIS EFFECT, WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF 

CONSULTING STAKEHOLDERS WITH A VIEW OF 

ESTABLISHING A COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS TO REVIEW 

THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF ALL PREVIOUS 

CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW COMMISSIONS IN ORDER TO 

COME UP WITH A DRAFT PEOPLE’S CONSTITUTION.  

THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION WILL BE SUBJECTED TO A 

REFERENDUM AND SUBSEQUENTLY PRESENTED TO 

PARLIAMENT FOR ENACTMENT.   

 
THE PF GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO PROMOTE GOOD 

GOVERNANCE THROUGH STRENGTHENING THE 
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GOVERNANCE INSTITUTIONS AND ENSURING STRICT 

ACCOUNTABILITY.   

YOU WILL RECALL THAT IN MY INAUGURAL SPEECH, I 

ALLUDED TO THE FACT THAT OUR COUNTRY HAS HUGE 

PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE BEEN COMPOUNDED BY ACTS 

OF BAD GOVERNANCE AND FISCAL IRRESPONSIBILITY IN 

RECENT YEARS.   

THE PF GOVERNMENT FIRMLY STANDS FOR THE RULE 

OF LAW AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.  

MR. SPEAKER, 

WITH REGARD TO CORRUPTION, I WISH TO REITERATE 

WHAT I HAVE ALWAYS SAID BEFORE, THAT MY 

GOVERNMENT WILL FIGHT CORRUPTION IN ALL ITS 

FORMS WITH COMMITMENT AND VIGOUR.   

THE PATRIOTIC FRONT GOVERNMENT WANTS TO PUT 

MORE MONEY IN THE POCKETS OF MANY ZAMBIANS 

WHILE CORRUPTION PUTS MORE MONEY INTO POCKETS 

OF A FEW INDIVIDUALS.   
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THIS PROGRAMME IS NOT AN AFTER-THOUGHT BUT A 

PLATFORM ON WHICH WE CAMPAIGNED AND WERE 

ELECTED BY THE ZAMBIAN PEOPLE ON THIS 

UNDERTAKING. 

OVER THE YEARS THE PUBLIC HAS LOST CONFIDENCE IN 

THE ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION TO SPEARHEAD 

THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION.  

TO RESTORE PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN THE COMMISSION 

THE PF GOVERNMENT SHALL AMEND THE ANTI-

CORRUPTION COMMISSION ACT IN ORDER TO 

INTRODUCE MUCH STIFFER PENALTIES FOR 

CORRUPTION OFFENCES, RE-INSTATE THE ABUSE OF 

OFFICE CLAUSE, AND INCREASE THE BUDGETARY 

ALLOCATION TO THE COMMISSION.   

WE SHALL ALSO DOMESTICATE INTERNATIONAL 

PROTOCOLS ON THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION.  I 

MUST EQUALLY CALL ON ALL ZAMBIANS, ESPECIALLY 

THOSE RUNNING BUSINESSES AND THOSE WHO COME 
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TO DO BUSINESS IN OUR COUNTRY TO REFRAIN FROM 

CORRUPT PRACTICES.   

MY APPEAL TO THE CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE ANTI-

CORRUPTION MOVEMENTS IS TO DOUBLE THEIR 

PROGRAMMES OF EDUCATION AND MONITORING 

CORRUPTION IN ALL STRATEGIC INSTITUTIONS THAT 

ARE PRONE TO CORRUPTION.   

I AM SOUNDING A TIMELY WARNING THAT MY 

GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN A ZERO-TOLERANCE STANCE 

AGAINST CORRUPTION IN BOTH THE PUBLIC AND 

PRIVATE SECTORS.   

THOSE WHO ALLOW THEMSELVES TO ENGAGE IN 

CORRUPTION MUST KNOW THAT THEY ARE TAKING A 

SERIOUS RISK AND THAT ONCE CAUGHT THEY WILL BE 

PROSECUTED IRESPECTIVE OF THEIR STATUS OR 

POSITION.   
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WE WILL INVESTIGATE ANY PAST ACTS OF CORRUPTION 

BY ALL THOSE RESPONSIBLE AND PROSECUTE CULPRITS 

WITHIN THE DUE PROCESS OF THE LAW.  

OUR COUNTRY NEEDS A NEW BEGINNING WHICH GIVES 

HOPE TO OUR PEOPLE, THAT THOSE WHO ARE 

ENTRUSTED WITH PUBLIC OFFICE SHALL USE THE 

OFFICES TO SERVE, AND NOT TO STEAL FROM THE 

PEOPLE WHO ELECTED THEM FOR SUCH SERVICE. 

 

 

TOURISM 

MR. SPEAKER 

LET ME TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THIS 

AUGUST HOUSE ON YET ANOTHER IMPORTANT SECTOR 

IN OUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.  

A TOURISM INDUSTRY BASED ON A WELL-DESIGNED 

GOVERNMENT POLICY AND PROGRAMME CAN BE AN 
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IMPORTANT DRIVING FORCE IN BOOSTING OUR 

ECONOMY.  

IT CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE INCREASE IN THE GDP PER 

CAPITA WITHIN A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. IT CAN ALSO 

CONTRIBUTE TO THE CREATION OF EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR PEOPLE. HOWEVER, THE 

TOURISM INDUSTRY IN ITS PRESENT STATE HAS FAILED 

TO MAKE ANY MEANINGFUL CONTRIBUTION TO 

ZAMBIA’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DUE TO POOR 

INFRASTRUCTURE, UN-ECONOMIC ROUTES, POOR 

MARKETING OF ZAMBIA AS A TOURIST DESTINATION OF 

CHOICE AND UNSTABLE EXCHANGE RATES. 

 CONSEQUENTLY, ZAMBIA IS ONE OF THE MOST 

EXPENSIVE AND LEAST KNOWN DESTINATIONS FOR 

VISITING TOURISTS IN THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN 

REGION. 
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IN ORDER FOR US TO PRESERVE OUR WILDLIFE FOR 

TOURISM, WE MUST ALSO PUT MEASURES IN PLACE TO 

CONTROL THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN-ANIMAL CONFLICT 

IN GAME MANAGEMENT AREAS WHICH HAS LED TO 

INCREASED LEVELS OF HUNGER AND POVERTY 

AMONGST OUR PEOPLE. 

MR. SPEAKER, 

MY GOVERNMENT, IN RECOGNITION OF THIS 

IMPORTANT INDUSTRY WILL ENSURE THAT GROWTH IN 

RESOURCE BASED TOURISM IS ENVIRONMENTALLY 

SUSTAINABLE AND HENCE PRESERVED FOR OUR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS.  

WE SHALL WITHOUT DELAY INTRODUCE POLICIES TO 

MAKE INVESTMENT IN THE SECTOR ATTRACTIVE AND 

PROFITABLE TO BOTH LOCAL AND FOREIGN 

INVESTMENT.  
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WE SHALL PROMOTE WELL TARGETTED GOVERNMENT 

INVESTMENT IN INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND 

HENCE OPEN UP NEW TOURISM SITES IN THE COUNTRY.  

IT IS THE DESIRE OF MY GOVERNMENT TO 

COLLABORATE WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR SO AS TO 

ENHANCE THE EFFECTIVE MARKETING OF THE SECTOR 

LOCALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY.  

IN THIS REGARD WE SHALL ENHANCE THE STATUS OF 

THE CITY OF LIVINGSTONE AS A TOURIST CAPITAL BY 

RELOCATING THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL FOR THE 

SOUTHERN PROVINCE FROM LIVINGSTONE TO CHOMA.  

THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND 

TOURISM MUST ENSURE THAT THIS PROGRAMME IS 

COMPLETED IN 24 MONTHS TIME. 

 

 

MR. SPEAKER, 
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IN CONCLUDING MY ADDRESS TO THIS AUGUST HOUSE, 

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY TO OUR PEOPLE, THAT WE SHALL 

USE THE MANDATE WHICH THEY GAVE TO ME AND THE 

PATRIOTIC FRONT, TO TRANSFORM ZAMBIA INTO A 

VIABLE ECONOMY WHICH WILL IN TURN GIVE DIGNITY 

TO OUR PEOPLE IN THEIR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

AREAS OF LIFE.  

WE SHALL KEEP OUR DOORS OPEN TO NEW IDEAS FROM 

CITIZENS AND STAKEHOLDERS AT LARGE.  

THE PF HISTORIC VICTORY ON 20TH SEPTEMBER 2011 

WAS OUR PEOPLE’S VICTORY, AND WE MUST ALL WORK 

HARD TO BRING ABOUT THE TRANSFORMATION OF OUR 

COUNTRY INTO A SOCIETY IN WHICH WE SHALL ALL 

LIVE WITH PRIDE AND DIGNITY FOR NOW AND FOR THE 

FUTURE GENERATIONS TO COME.  

ON MY PART, I UNDERTAKE TO YOU ALL, AND TO OUR 

CITIZENS, IN LINE WITH THE OATH OF OFFICE WHICH I 

TOOK ON FRIDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER 2011, THAT I SHALL 

AS PRESIDENT, TOGETHER WITH MY GOVERNMENT, 
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EXERCISE THE DUTIES YOU HAVE ENSTRUCTED UNTO 

US, WITH DILIGENCE, AND IN THE INTEREST OF THIS 

NATION AND ITS CITIZENS.  

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND OUR COUNTRY ZAMBIA. 

 

MR. SPEAKER, I THANK YOU.    


